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Bee Rock Creek Fire Update -- April 19, 2025

MARION, N.C., April 19, 2025 – Bee Rock Creek Fire Update – Grandfather Ranger District –
McDowell County

Firefighters have achieved 27% containment on the 1,047-acre Bee Rock Creek Fire burning in
steep terrain and storm debris in McDowell County near the Armstrong State Fish Hatchery.
Yesterday, firefighters mopped up along Armstrong Creek Road, extinguishing hotspots to
secure containment lines. Helicopters dropped water to slow fire growth in support of the
firefighters working on the ground.

Data from last night’s infrared flight showed heat near the south side of the Blue Ridge Parkway.
This morning firefighters, including 2 Interagency Hotshot crews, investigated the area on foot
and with the use of a drone but could not find a fire.

If weather conditions allow, firefighters will implement strategic firing operations to reduce the
amount of unburned fuel between the fire and the Blue Ridge Parkway. Smoke from this planned
event may affect McDowell, Mitchell and Yancey counties.

Firefighters use carefully planned strategic firing operations while weather conditions will keep
fire behavior low. In anticipation of the strategic firing operations, firefighters have removed storm
debris and constructed dozer lines from the Parkway down towards the main fire area on the east
and west sides to contain the fire within this area.

The National Forests in North Carolina has issued a closure order for the area of the Bee Creek
Fire. National Forest System lands between Armstrong Creek Road and the Blue Ridge Parkway
are closed to entry for public and firefighter safety.

The USDA Forest Service, North Carolina Forest Service, National Park Service, McDowell
County and Woodlawn Fire Department have 174 personnel working to suppress the fire and
create containment lines to stop the spread of the fire.

McDowell County Emergency Management has issued an evacuation order for all residences on
Wild Acres Road off of NC 226 A. Click to view McDowell County’s live evacuation map.

A Temporary Flight Restriction is in place over the fire area each day from 10 a.m. to midnight.
See the map at https://tfr.faa.gov/tfr3/?page=detail_5_7644. Aircraft, including drones, are
prohibited from flying to provide a safe environment for firefighting. If you fly, we can’t. If a drone
is spotted near the fire, all aircraft are grounded until the drone is clear of the area.

Please be aware of smoke and crews in the area. Drive slowly and use caution on roads where
smoke may be settling. Check air quality at https://airquality.climate.ncsu.edu/ or
https://fire.airnow.gov.
 
For more information:

https://inciweb.wildfire.gov/incident-publication/ncncf-2025-bee-rock-creek-fire-ncncf/closure-order-for-pisgah-national-forest-grandfather-ranger-district-forest-order-0811052503-04-19-2025
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?fbclid=IwY2xjawJt-ThleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHt7Axz4dbi24mpW2CHlbj9G24vlLWsRVWbzUont0KeY8JTrnCgrKX23ok114_aem_DqknhVmpTe3BOMzRAShemA&mid=1CXLmMZS5emLaOiOb36pFCiSvn6oaXYU&ll=35.82697516982186%2C-82.10887415396259&z=14
https://tfr.faa.gov/tfr3/?page=detail_5_7644
https://airquality.climate.ncsu.edu/
https://fire.airnow.gov/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR6yCo2176mYz-PlOu97ccCVRjPEfccluOt7Rf8TJ8efyOEhFjQS0DoQ4opWSg_aem_yo3K5krnT5CY_PGJThi_Hg
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=usdaforest&nav=b0471ae6-591e-45eb-9744-92513b556b3a


Facebook: www.facebook.com/nfsnc
Inciweb: https://inciweb.wildfire.gov/incident-information/ncncf-2025-bee-rock-creek-fire-
ncncf
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